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A Study on John D. Caputo’'s Weak Theology and the Kingdom of God
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AA x2EREH A4 28 xA= & D. 7FFE(John D. Caputo,
1940-)elvt4) 7hFE= A= Hlg] v (Jacques Derrida)®] H8tel] ik e A zpolth.
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218k (theology of the event)olelt 231 Qlt}24 o] Aol Algh2 314 3§24
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Putt(Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2018), 18.

21) Ian Leask, ed. "From Radical Hermeneutics to the Weakness of God: John D. Caputo
in Dialogue with Mark Dooley,” 329.

22) John D. Caputo, "The Insistence and Existence of God: A Response to DeRoo,”
Cross and Khora' Deconstruction and Christianity in the Work of John D. Caputo,
ed. Marko Zlomisli¢ and Neal DeRoo(Oregon: Pickwick Publications, 2010), 345.

23) John D. Caputo, "The Insistence and Existence of God: A Response to DeRoo,” 347.

24) Clayton Crockett, “From Sacred Anarchy to Political Theology: An Interview with
John D. Caputo,” 19.

25) Stefan Stofanik. 7he Adventure of Weak Theology - Reading the Work of John D.
Caputo Through Biographies and Events (Albany: State University of New York.
2018), 21.
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28) John D. Caputo, What Would Jesus Decontruct: The Good News of Postmodernism
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29) John D. Caputo, The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 2.
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37) John D. Caputo, The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 6.
38) John D. Caputo, "The Insistence and Existence of God: A Response to DeRoo,” 319.
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46) John D. Caputo, The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 10.
47) John D. Caputo, The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 53.
48) John D. Caputo, The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 114.
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49) John D. Caputo, The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 114-115.
50) John D. Caputo, The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 53.
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53) o] &=, “AbA 3} s A: & F}FE(John D. Caputo)d AbA el Al8k” 147.

54) John D. Caputo, What Would Jesus Decontruct: The Good News of Postmodernism
for the Church, 2007), 100.

55) o] &, “AtA I} s|A: & JFFE(John D. Caputo)9] AR <] A18H” 153-154.

56) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 1-2.

57) Ian Leask, ed. "From Radical Hermeneutics to the Weakness of God: John D. Caputo

in Dialogue with Mark Dooley,” 329.

_19_



AA F A el Aze Ae Aty Ak 2L, AA SFde @, (A

H
_1
i
2
of
o
v}
rir
2
i
o
ry
juio)
=
2
2
)
i
ol
2
rr
N
o

132, A2 1 FA7ZE &7
AMskstol @k “slud’el tfek A (7sk 418 strong theology)e] ofuy )

shtbd o]Fel A AATE EAee AdS Aets Aotk

%A WE(a powerful doctrinal content)S 2ujgtt} o= W AE A AHEA
glo] A o]t} <kdl AlEe o3|w A nAAA u)e sudE AT O F
WA ul= 28y gtk 1Ae @ FAAHor) gk Algto|gtE e FHFETL
H}E] 2 (Gianni Vattimo) 9} "2FgHe] Alai(weak thought)”590¢] thafA wh3}stH A 7}
A3 2 &of(phrase)o|th. HFE| R &= olikah(o] gk Albar) o] F9] Alals xds}
71 93 RS AlgFTh oFe AEe Aol ww A o (boundary)dl] A}
234384 &+ stvbdS Abarekes WA ol

THFEE AEA Alste] stude] EAEE HAees AxskAAM A Al
(strong theology)el ¥ %liL, o= 53] stutd olFolA 1 33 ¥AS Zteval
o 2= olyg dE

o “shbde Al okAW AA 9 FmFolyel RYstn shibdel o gL

(weak theology)<s AlAlste]al ghrhal w3ithed) &2 JFES A9 348t
AeA oz Aaugk sty x4 om FH3 Wo] qlvpal gk

o] Ak Ak, 7|AdoF S A TSt Aag Ay gxzHow )
2 JYgo] g S Al et v g tH(Derrida) 7t "s @A o] A ek
g o] o]F XA (a non-dogmatic doublet of dogma)’e]g}il HF 2= HAlog Froiv)
£ Actsttt L RS dEue "Fu gle FuE FHkste "1 gle Alsy) bt

58) John D. Caputo, "The Insistence and Existence of God: A Response to DeRoo,” 319.
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of Modernity: Nihilism and Hermeneutics in Postmodern Culture; (Baltimore: Johns
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60) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 7-9.
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66) Martin Heidegger, Duns Scotus’s Doctrine of Categories and Meaning, translated by

Joydeep Bagchee, Jeffrey D. Gower(Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2022), 63.
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UE 3 A AT = AL o]ZA A, F v xA; oA && Aot aAL
= 3 71F = A3t 3l(the greatest force of opposition) =& 713 & oF
k2 P Ak U oFge olm A7t Wl & H

P2 Aol 7 2 Aol HE dEe] RS vE ARERY o F B o

3 T .68)
ARG A R B v =AM 1A “eibde] ofg A go] Abgt
of ARt ¥ Aslsa, shbdel ofgho]l Abgrel AgtEv o Agyv’1:25)2

oA ol AHE W= o] BS XS & UL HAY

67) Jacques Derrida, “Peformative Powerlessness: A Response to Simon Critchley,”

Constellations 7, no. 4, (2000), 467-468.
68) Jacques Derrida, Maurizio Ferraris, A 7aste for the Secret, trans. Giacomo Donis

(Malden: Blackwell Publishers, 2002), 33.
69) H= W. Az, THgsE et / v&s eleth 0 Aol diaiA, , T &4
(A& 29|, 2014), 156-158
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2.4. YA 52

7V FEE Faek Altel A Al Aste] shH Aoty JhFEE dHEte] AT
of Agtxp Akt digts Al=doh 1980d ] ke Al T ddoz A
HA=d, o= dEvrt dnivze] gpxpel tigk S (fidelity to the Other)ol <
e W $o] dojrt. JhFEE 1980 el 90l A4 A o w2 A A
S AJNEte]  TRadical Hermeneutics(1987); , FAgainst Ethics(1993); , TThe

r\r

Prayers and Tears of Jacque Derrida(1997); & X3Fsto] siA<} &2 2 Fu I+
of HAE FAst= €AY S AEduhD JFEVL diguet dstE stHA 5
& FAA AAE WEetA Ader Al TaAF 2 °F(Decontruction in a
Nutshell(1997); & "= ZHEA o dvlgtts &= 7o o

qAFE SAAE =g & F e A, E7bsA, AR, BEAE EA

o Ay 2

AT AA &oj= “dlA"(déconstruction) AHATE dlFA o oA “sf
A"e Ak o' “3}3)”(destruction) S 2w © WAUA TatE 3 wHolt) oW
Aol FUuAAY A7|= Wed wf ZZlo] sfAlH AT wake Aol oAl A
ghoju} gt A A 7L sk vk ofuth. diE|thell Al 1 o E JhA 2 FFFE
Ex Al did & st dAHE AoE AAEIIE ANsted, 1 oolfE 1
& 97 sfAle] AAlel Wk Zleolr] wiielth sjAl= Abxdelth & oW EA

s Aot A el %A% Aol Eeua Euw = 4, 57t o}

et
£
1o,
9
T

rlr

70) Ian Leask, ed. "From Radical Hermeneutics to the Weakness of God: John D. Caputo

in Dialogue with Mark Dooley,” 330.
71) Mark Manolopoulos, “Caputo in a Nutshell: Two Very Introductory (and Slightly

Critical) Lectures,” Postmodern Openings JournalVolume IV, Issue 2, 2013 June),
24.
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Lo,

72) A &, TAgalgtel & Foll 7, | 921-922.

73) & MFE, TE2ERY 43 | ol&d &3 (M EAE3h, 2020), 17.

74) John D. Caputo, ed., Decontruction in a Nutshell: A Conversation with Jacques
Derrida (New York: Fordham University Press, 1997), 37. (24 &<, T&dj4lsto]
e Fol17E , 922-92390 4 AjQ1-E)
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2.4.2. E7}5A
AT EA folx= “E75 A (the impossible)o]t}h. 71 FEo wEw, &)
A= A= “BE7Fste] gz €9l F7¢ #dd. o5 29 49, A&
Atgrol E7Fszteltt. - EE AV Aw “EVlsAE A ste AT dddn

3 gty AAREAA A= EVFsA gid dFe] dA(passion) F& 7=
=

(prayer), elAlE < = E7FsAed e SHo2 AANGS) FHeAE The

g AL A UittE F e m, FEHeR dista A 5 A vddEA

(future present)?! Zlolth. e} Brlsate dd3 7d 58 Holds AL

78) A2 de, TaeelERA, | AR $7, 36162

) dERFe WA St AL 1 AAR FEAA Brhe Aol dREel A% A}
Se A} AnE de] yzi ewAzA AgHty Azted add e B4
2 wolup e & Ltk Abgs @A) 571 skel BAe deings e o
W, webd A e ARE O AAR el FRe e opddn Helth wa
o i EAks ARl AAE As] dZel ol et tiEE T AL fF stk
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Qbell A3k el sttt HFAH es vt £ stvte] YR ForA 7%
o @A FAs= 719E AdsAY digsks Aol okdel, Aol @M &

g2 #AE FASE £ g2 439 7I|xE dAsrh(Jasper Neel. Plato, Derrida,
and Writing. (Carbondale: Southern Illinois Unversity Press, 198%), 161-165 (X2 ¢
gt MagietEE A, A% &AL WAL 2010), 400-401 A1 A Q1-8).
80) Ul 2, ™= diEgve] 35, , 284 &4 (K5 49, 2007), 121-123.
81) John D. Caputo, What Would Jesus Decontruct: The Good News of Postmodernism
for the Church, 63.

_27_



oz Ao vt

1=
[}

o 7}

A e vl 2ol 8

il

E

by

otk W& FolAY

q o] T} 84)

(idiosyncrasy) ¥} =}o]of w7kstk

it
5

o A

o) -
5 -

o, 1

s

Aol wsAE Be

HE e

K

!

RK

RS FARS

=

P
T

3 A <

“

2=

e

whsAe =

A ot

ABAIZ17]

3l

739 o
Z”(the undecontructible)©] t}.85)

FHHAA A= b

Eis

oA o] o7l

S}
o

o

-
J .

19943 w) = e

-
.

g2 o

—_
o

1

=,

ol
o

(faith)¢] ©]

o}

T s Al

3
=

3f

ALY =g g ow of

S

ol

Kjo
ojp

B

o))
i

Njo

82) John D. Caputo, What Would Jesus Decontruct: The Good News of Postmodernism

for the Church, 62.
83) John D. Caputo, What Would Jesus Decontruct: The Good News of Postmodernism

for the Church, 62.
84) John D. Caputo, What Would Jesus Decontruct: The Good News of Postmodernism

for the Church, 65.
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iAol B HdEo] EAetA] d=ths Aotk HETL o
2, "HAE wpgo = oAk Itk g e, BE S ol A 5 9l
oh fE7FS A o9l ol AL A G glAN EASAE FErh ARTE,
AA Aojell A, E7beate] AY e B, AR FGake] EF0lA e E7Hs Ao
Zdolth ARE siAZ, ddd AS et AEAvn FAHE As Y
AlZth 2& Wyeltt dE 59, doe AAY Al
gt & A F3o] ofyth Aol Al A Foixl kg e m ATVIA It -
= gtk Aeoj= vk BbAel A vivl = Sojoln, B

gl AZolth."s) 23w Aojrh vfeiy oo Az Ao 5 2R

e A A7 oA, ARe] opThs)

AN
o
=}
N
fviol
'~
o
o
1o,
A
e
v
R

a9

o
o
Lo
rlr
N
o
I
9
(0]
o,
)

o

86) John D. Caputo, ed., Decontruction in a Nutshell: A Conversation with Jacques

Derrida, 21-22.
87) John D. Caputo, ed., Deconstruction in a Nutshell: A Conversation with Jacques

Derrida, 149.
83) =A &<, Tddialgteldt F3117F, , 925-926.
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politics of the other)o|t}. “siAlx= BAE[E: A% T FoolE]7) 21e &3
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of vgalh TR BAE 9%, A, oksha wlAE A, FHD A, T
3wt olEo] wE At dEstiE haelth AFEE A D A
g0l AsA Bath “gelt vxel W@ #A"L “AAE BRre] wa[AA]
o g 3ol

2.4.5. ¥ A o}A A A
AT Aoz oAl HA foj= “HAlo}Hl A”(the messianic)©] T},
A= “w Ao}l A7 = “wA]o}Al " (messianicity)ol B E8]+= ‘4% FE 9

e Wtk AL ‘Bt BolgTelth TR FUHE BePEHA a2

29 FHE, AN ARG} TREE vA kg A

= HAoR el del g A2 wAobA I Bl xS HolFr] 9

& Fdualstelgt olelzl, | 926,
&, g algtolgt Faielzt, | 927.
& g astel @ FolQl7}, | 927-928.

89) 24 &
90) 24 &
91) 24 &
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92) John D. Caputo, ed., Decontruction in a Nutshell: A Conversation with Jacques
Derrida, 23-24.
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S o AAEA ool HalA Ui AEH AL AASA ks

FIrFEs stUd olF9 EA44, S JdZ24S EJSE E et o] o
52 S47F ofyet Ash AXAo e AA "Erta 2y o] Fo] offel FolA
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B A= o]F O BAES AfrEAl FoFAT o]F2 o HF]
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93) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 9.
94) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 10.
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= AS FASA &= 239y $Ele Aol (dAdE TFEHE A Yy oF
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7] Bt} Z3H(provocation)o]tt k& (promise)?] o] Eo|tl F WA R, o] AL AA R
FE olojA =4, $Ev g S Wl At oFghe] oA A7EE A

o] o U& Aot} A A Y= 7Fahe] YAt (register)ol A 2Fshel 94k
o2, A A Ao AstelA (shubde] <Fge]) ¢k 4l3H(thin theology) 2
2, TA9 Ao A5 FxAA BEoRE o] F5grt %)

A
Aol e oj@ FEAL ATk ol B WA} obg WA s 2
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95) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 11.
96) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 12.
97) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 10.
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109) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 93.
110) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 93.
111) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 93-94.
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127) Raymond Brown, 7he Gospel According to John, Anchor Bible (Garden City, N.Y.:
Doubleday, 1970), 553.

128) Adlz E. wldy, fFEe wo=z
2016), 109-112
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130) Mark Manolopoulos, “Caputo in a Nutshell: Two Very Introductory (and Slightly

Critical) Lectures,” 26-27.
131) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 33-34.
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132) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 33-34.
133) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 33.
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134) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 35.
135) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 36.
136) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 39.
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137) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 27.
138) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 28.
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139) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 28.
140) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 32.
141) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 28-29.
142) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 29-30.
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143) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 30-31.
144) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 14.
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145) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 14-15.
146) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 15-16.
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147) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 15-16.
148) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 16.
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149) John D. Caputo. The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event, 16-17.
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A Study on John D. Caputo’s Weak Theology and the Kingdom of God

Since the Enlightenment in the 18th century, neo-orthodox theology and
neo-liberal theology have appeared in line with or in opposition to the
rationalism of modernity, but the gap between life and religion seems to be
widening for modern people. In postmodern theology, postliberals and
deconstructionists are making new plans. John D. Caputo’s “weak theology,” a
representative of radical, postmodern, and deconstructive theology, is respected
to have many implications for the people living in a postmodern society who
distrust grand discourses and pay attention to diversity.

This thesis is a study on John D. Caputo’s theological approach, the
weakness of God and the kingdom of God focused on his full-fledged
theological work, 7The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event and some
works.

He criticizes traditional theology based on metaphysics and ontological
theology pursuing universal truth as strong theology, and reveals God's
weakness by decontruct God’'s name by the event. This is the theology of
events as part of radical hermeneutics. The name of God does not designate a
substance, but the name of an event; rather than a presence, it is the name of
a call to us and a promise. With the motif of God’'s weakness he suggests
that the kingdom of God is not a substantial kingdom, but a sacred anarchy
of reversal and displacement in which social outsiders such as the poor and
the marginalized become the hosts. It is impossible, but it can be said to be a
vision that disrupts and reorganizes the world order.

The theology of events, “weak theology,” opened the way for a new
perspective and reinterpretation of who/what God is and what God’s calling is.
Caputo’s project, which regards God as a calling rather than an ontological
entity, as a specter that neither exists nor non-exists, tells us that the
existing Christian tradition must be newly analyzed, assessed, and completely

reconstructed.
Keywords: radical hermeneutics, theology of event, deconstruction, name,

event, strong theology, weak theology, kingdom of God, sacred anarchy,

specter.
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